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East meets West!  

SUMMARY 
 

- The Shang Dynasty (also known as the 
Yin Dynasty) ruled The Yellow River 
Valley in the second millennium BC. 

- It is the first dynasty for which there is 
written and archaeological evidence. 

- The dynasty was ruled by several 
members of the Shang family. 

- The dynasty has become famous for its 
artistry of bronze and jade work. 

 

KEY VOCABULARY 
 

Hierarchy – A system where members 
are ranked according to their status. 
Oracle Bone – This was heated and 
cracked by holy men to seek advice 

from king’s ancestors 
Nobles – Under the ruling family; the 

highest ranking social class 
Artisans – Talented group including 
potters, stonemasons and workers with 
bronze and jade – Lower than nobles 

but higher than farmers 
Dynasty – A sequence of rulers from 

the same family 
Warlords – Often ruled areas of land 

but owed allegiance to the Emperor 
Emperor – The ruler of a country 
Pagoda – A religious temple that is 
built as a tower with many tiers and 

roofs 

Capital city: Beijing 
Largest city: Shanghai 
Population: 1.3 billion people – the 
largest in the world 
Nearby countries: Russia, Vietnam, 
India, Nepal, North and South Korea 

Population density = the amount of people 
living in an area 
• China is densely populated on its east 

coast where many cities are. 

• China is sparsely populated in the west, 
particularly around the  
Tibetan Plateau 

 

 

Where in the world is China? 

 

What impact do 

you think the 

economic growth 

has on our planet? 

Economic growth  
means the increase  
of goods and services  
provided as the demand  
from population of the 
economy grows. 



 

 

East meets West Quiz   

 

1. Can you name three countries that border China? 

2. When did The Shang Dynasty begin and how long did 

it last? 

3. Why is The Shang Dynasty so significant? 

4. How was the written evidence from The Shang Dynasty 

presented? 

5. What does economic growth mean? 

6. What has been the worst outcome of economic growth 

for China and the Earth’s surface? 

7. Which hemisphere is China located in? 

8. Who was the first ruler of The Shang Dynasty? 
9. What is the capital city of China? 

10. What does hierarchy mean and why is it relevant to 

The Shang Dynasty? 

 

 We hope you enjoy exploring China and The Shang 

Dynasty. Have fun and remember to ask us for help if  

you need it.  

The Year 3 Team. 
 


