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Identifying Main Clauses and Subordinate Clauses

Tick one box in each row to show whether the underlined clause is the main clause or the subordinate clause. 

Sentence Main 
Clause

Subordinate 
Clause Sentence Main 

Clause
Subordinate 

Clause

I paid the driver when I got on 
the bus. 

It should be fine because I 
checked the times yesterday. 

Eat at Sizzling Sausages 
because the food is great. 

Put on your coat because it is 
cold and wet outside. 

Because it was raining, I took 
my raincoat with me. 

If it doesn’t arrive, go to the 
shops. 

The delivery man knocked on 
the door because the doorbell 
had broken. 

Kate went straight home after 
school because she had to get 
ready for swimming. 

They stared at the view from 
the window because it 
reminded them of home.

Tomorrow morning, when the 
clock strikes nine, school will 
begin. 

We will go to the cinema if you 
tidy your bedroom. 

I’d love an ice cream when I 
have finished reading my book. 

I’m going to the shops because 
we need some bread. 

When she had eaten her lunch, 
she walked for an hour. 

Put a cross next to it if you 
know which answer is correct. 

You should stand up when the 
Queen enters the room. 

Like this? Find more differentiated 
SPaG resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.com/tag/spag
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Identifying Main Clauses and Subordinate Clauses

Tick one box in each row to show whether the underlined clause is the main clause or the subordinate clause. 

Sentence Main 
Clause

Subordinate 
Clause Sentence Main 

Clause
Subordinate 

Clause

I paid the driver when I got on 
the bus. 

It should be fine because I 
checked the times yesterday. 

Eat at Sizzling Sausages 
because the food is great. 

Put on your coat because it is 
cold and wet outside. 

Because it was raining, I took 
my raincoat with me. 

If it doesn’t arrive, go to the 
shops. 

The delivery man knocked on 
the door because the doorbell 
had broken. 

Kate went straight home after 
school because she had to get 
ready for swimming. 

They stared at the view from 
the window because it 
reminded them of home.

Tomorrow morning, when the 
clock strikes nine, school will 
begin. 

We will go to the cinema if you 
tidy your bedroom. 

I’d love an ice cream when I 
have finished reading my book. 

I’m going to the shops because 
we need some bread. 

When she had eaten her lunch, 
she walked for an hour. 

Put a cross next to it if you 
know which answer is correct. 

You should stand up when the 
Queen enters the room. 
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Like this? Find more differentiated 
SPaG resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.com/tag/spag
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Identifying Main Clauses and Subordinate Clauses

Tick one box in each row to show whether the underlined clause is the main clause or the subordinate clause. 

Sentence Main 
Clause

Subordinate 
Clause Sentence Main 

Clause
Subordinate 

Clause

Mark went to bed because he 
was tired. 

Because he was hungry, 
Richard had an apple. 

Kate saw the trophy when she 
walked through the door. 

She had her hair cut when it 
got too long. 

Mum said that I could go to 
the park if I finished my 
homework. 

If it stops raining, you can play 
outside. 

She bought a magazine when 
she was on the train. 

He went to the doctors because 
he was feeling unwell. 

When he had finished mowing 
the lawn, Adam sat down. 

She sheltered under the tree 
when it was raining. 

Anna felt happy when she saw 
the picture. 

If you have a bath, you can 
stay up for an extra half an 
hour. 

If you eat your vegetables, you 
can have a pudding. 

Mum opened the window when 
the sun came out. 

Mum washed my hair when I 
was in the bath. 

Because the fridge was empty, 
Dad went to the supermarket. 

Like this? Find more differentiated 
SPaG resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.com/tag/spag
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Identifying Main Clauses and Subordinate Clauses

Tick one box in each row to show whether the underlined clause is the main clause or the subordinate clause. 

Sentence Main 
Clause

Subordinate 
Clause Sentence Main 

Clause
Subordinate 

Clause

Mark went to bed because he 
was tired. 

Because he was hungry, 
Richard had an apple. 

Kate saw the trophy when she 
walked through the door. 

She had her hair cut when it 
got too long. 

Mum said that I could go to 
the park if I finished my 
homework. 

If it stops raining, you can play 
outside. 

She bought a magazine when 
she was on the train. 

He went to the doctors because 
he was feeling unwell. 

When he had finished mowing 
the lawn, Adam sat down. 

She sheltered under the tree 
when it was raining. 

Anna felt happy when she saw 
the picture. 

If you have a bath, you can 
stay up for an extra half an 
hour. 

If you eat your vegetables, you 
can have a pudding. 

Mum opened the window when 
the sun came out. 

Mum washed my hair when I 
was in the bath. 

Because the fridge was empty, 
Dad went to the supermarket. 
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Like this? Find more differentiated 
SPaG resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.com/tag/spag
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