
 Key vocabulary: 

tundra The belt of land between the arctic ice sheet and 
the treeline. 

permafrost The underground layer of soil that remains frozen 
all year. 

ozone    
layer 

Prevents harmful ultraviolet rays from the sun from 
entering the Earth's atmosphere. 

umiak A type of boat used by the Inuit when hunting 
whales. 

pelt Another name for an animal's fur. 

camou-
flage 

Used by animals to hide themselves in their sur-
roundings. 

Arctic This region is made up of the Artic Ocean and the 
northern lands of North America, Europe, and 
Asia. It is the Polar Region around the North Pole. 

Antarctica This region is made up of a large continent and the 
surrounding oceans and islands. It is the Polar 
Region around the South Pole. 

Pack-ice Ice formed by frozen sea water which is not at-

tached to land and floats free in the sea. 

Terrain   Comes from the Latin word terra meaning "earth." 

Terrain means the specific features of an area 

of land. 

Hemi-

sphere  

Half of a sphere, such as the Earth. 

Equator   An imaginary line drawn on the Earth spaced 

equally between the North and South Pole.  

Ecosystem An environment and the living things in it. 

Indigenous People born in a particular place, natives. 


